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Abstract: During the last century, Moinesti’s economic functions experienced many
changes between touristic and industrial one thanks to the existence of mineral water springs
acknowledged for its therapeutic qualities and to the existence of great oil resources.
The methodology used (analysis, synthesis, observation, graphic, cartographic, comparison
and historical methods) is centred to show and explain the alternations between touristic
and industrial function, given that the ,,black gold” has been, from 1860 until present, the
key of Moinesti’s development, despite the fact that it has been a spa resort for almost 20
years, and, in this moment, tourism represents the best solution for Moinesti’s economy
revival, since the exploitation of oil resources has significantly decreased. This paper
aims to reveal and explain the socio-economic evolution between those two standings,
starting from nationwide aspects which are fully reflected in Moinesti’s situation. Due to
the tourism phenomenon, the level of planning and the total number of tourists who visited
the municipality were analysed, and, what concerns industry, the amount of oil extracted
and processed, the local population evolution were analysed as well as the major events
which had a great influence in this case.
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INTRODUCTION

This paper’s objective is to present and interpret less usual urban center
evolution which since the middle of the 19" century has met a “functional
alternation” regarding the economy trend.

Moinesti Municipality is located in the northwestern part of Bacdu District,
where the Central Group of Oriental Carpathians and Moldavian Subcarpathians
meet. More precisely, the studied settlement is located at the boundary between
Intracarpathian Basin of Comanesti and Subcarpathian Basin of Tazldu, in the
middle basin of Trotus-Tazlau river system (George, 2011).

Moinesti is situated at an altitude of 425 meters in Tazldul Sarat lowland, 470
meters in central zone and over 1050 meters in northwestern part of territorial
administrative unit. The urban settlement is crossed by 2G National Road on a
distance of 8 kilometers and it is at a distance of 8 kilometers from Comanesti
City, 48 kilometers from Baciu Municipality, 30 kilometers from Téargu Ocna
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balneoclimateric resort, and 46 kilometers from Onesti Municipality, and according
to the National Spatial Development Plan of Romania, Moinesti belongs to Rank IT
Localities (other municipalities), that designates inter-county, country importance
level of municipalities, or municipalities which have a role of balance through the
localities network (George, 2011).

Figure. 1. Map of Moinesti Municipality — contextualization inside
Romanian territory
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It can certainly be said that Moinesti is located in a rich zone regarding the
natural resources, conclusive in this sense having the mineral waters with a big
therapeutic value, “Padurea de Pini” Natural Reservation, the crude oil, the forests,
the pastures and natural hay.

The document dated back to 4 October 1437, in which Moinesti Municipality
is mentioned for the first time in a paper of Alexandru cel Bun's children, Ilie and
Stefan, which specified that a boyar named Oana Porcu gave Lucacesti village,
situated near an oil fuel, (one of the actual neighborhoods of Moinesti) to Bistrita
Monastery, this representing the prove according to which ex-spa resort is the
oldest settlement in the world where the existence and the extraction of oil is
mentioned (Ioan, 1960).

Throughtout the history until 1860 (when mineral water springs were
discovered), almost all documents (39) specified the oil existence in this area
(http://www.moinesti.ro/pagina/despre-petrol).
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Figure 2. Worldwide and national premieres of “black gold”
in Moinesti's history
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THEORY AND METHODOLOGY

Stages of the study

The study achievement consisted of office and field work stages.

The office activity consisted of a bibliographic documentation which dealt
with the assumed topic consulting papers and articles that are significant in
highlighting the most important moments in Moinesti's economy evolution. In this
way, elements and aspects were studied which played an important role in history,
identified on cartographic, graphic and historical documentations and pictures.

The field work activity consisted of geographical data collection through
observation, analysis and measurement of some elements on the terrain. In general,
the main activity was based on drawing map sketches of the places where the water
springs from Bai Park and the new planning operations were located.

The methods used

Regarding the methodology applied in this paper, analysis, synthesis, graphic,
cartographic, comparison and historical methods were used.

The analysis method consisted in a logical intendment of industry and tourism
evolution which conditioned the Moinesti’s economic situation.

The synthesis method represented the integration of information gathered in
an unitary reprezentation, emphasizing the influence of complexity which industry
and tourism had in this settlement’s evolution.

The graphic method consisted in charts making which highlighted the main
conditionings in tourism and industry phenomenon evolution, and in some figures
achievement which evidenced the ascending and downward phases of these
economic branches.
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The cartographic method consisted in drawing some maps which illustrated
the Moinesti Municipality localization inside Romania's territory, the actual
situation of Parc Bai’ planning, the area where mineral water springs are located
and the territorial repartition of oil pumps in Moinesti. Noteworthy is that all maps
were realized in GIS technology, with the help of QGIS, a free and open Source
Geographic Information System.

The comparison method was focused on quantitative and qualitative aspects of
similarities and differences between industry and tourism trend from Moinesti.

The historical method proved to be the most important in this paper, being the
process of establishing general facts and principles through the attention paid to
chronology and to the evolution or historical course of elements which were studied.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Concerning the temporal aspect, the paper title refers to 1860-2014 interval,
whose beginning coincides with mineral water springs discovery from Parc Bai,
during the digging of a crude oil pit up to 300 meters in depth. The first tourist
resources discovered in Moinesti were, are and will be the most important, because
they are placed at the base of tourist pyramid, supported by the side of local bio-
climate in defining the tourism type which has the most viable chances of success:
the curative one.

Tourist phenomenon evolution

The limits of this temporal interval coincides with that crude oil pit digging,
after which four mineral water springs were discovered, correspondingly with
Moinesti's spa resort title dismissal.

Ten years later after mineral water springs discovery, special constructions
were built for sulphurous and ferruginous mineral water intake. Until then, this
precious resource had been flowed from the slopes of both Gazu brook sides, and
until 1909, mineral water was transported to a cauldron for being warmed, then
it was moved into wood tubs which were positioned in some little constructions
made by fir-tree wood (Claudia, 2000).

A rudimentary bath infrastructure was carried out in 1909 and it consisted of a
barrack with some cabins. At that time, due to better bath conditions, the therapeutic
value of mineral water attracted a bigger number of tourists, and among them the
well-known Romanian painter, Stefan Luchian. Later, even if local authorities
could not realize the chemical analysis of mineral water, a working-class hospital
was built wih a medical and social assistance (Claudia, 2000).

After Moinesti was declared a city (1921), the local authorities tried to
obtain “spa resort” title for this settlement, efforts which had been concluded on



























