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Abstract: We propose a new approach on the touristic function, part of the vast system
of settlement functions, due to a novel philosophy through which we view the concept of
settlement. This philosophy uses what we like to call the sense of existence as a reference
point for defining city/village or urban/rural functions. We define city as a highly organized
geographic space, with a permanent dynamics, capable of providing a diversity of functions
for its evolution and development. The concept of urban function is seen as the relation
of necessity that appears between the elements of the urban geo-system and their state,
and that generates, cultivates and sustains the city’s life, in order to attain its systemic
finality. The new definitions offer support to a new geographic taxonomy of functions: vital
functions and conjunctural functions. The touristic function is placed within the conjunctural
functions. Settlements, and cities in particular, are highly elaborate geo-systems, and this
complexity is also generated by ,,frontier” phenomena and processes. The touristic function
acquires frontier conjunctural characteristics, as a vector in expansionary frontiers, but also
in reactionary frontiers. The frontier function of a city (in particular) often mingles with
other functions, and blends with the touristic function in very special ways.

Key words: functions of settlements, sense of existence, conjunctural functions, touristic
function, the “frontier” phenomenon.

INTRODUCTION: ANEW PHILOSOPHY FOR DEFINING
SETTLEMENT FUNCTIONS

Even though the science of geography still faces the competition of all derived
sciences that begin with “geo” and end with “logos” in its search for objects
of investigation, it must impose itself as a philosophy of measurable sciences
(Pacurar, 2011). Organized human settlements are geography's study “objects”.
Here, there are still several concepts for a debate such as their definition and
their function.
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In 2011, we put up the debate about the geographic concepts of city/village
and settlement functions, using a philosophy based on complexity sciences and
functionalism, which rest on a concept called sense of existence. In the spirit of
these philosophies, the city receives all the characteristics of a living organism
(Saarinen, 1965), which, anthropologically, is a “place” and thus is awarded a
spirit of place, has a fate, a sense of existence (Pacurar, 2011), which is attained
with the help of its functions.

Therefore, we reiterate the definitions of a settlement (city/village) and its
functions in the following manner: the city is a highly organized geographic space,
with a permanent dynamics, capable of providing a diversity of functions for its
evolution and development and for the development of its area of influence. The
function of a city (or of any settlement for that matter) is the relation of necessity
that appears between the elements of the urban geo-system and their state, and
that generates, cultivates and sustains the city’s life in order to attain its systemic
finality (Pacurar, 2011).

A brief exercise based on the critical path method quickly emphasizes the
systemic objectivity of settlement functions: the settlement is a geo-system — a
geo-system has a finality — the system's finality depends on the evolution of the
systems elements — the system s elements have vital functions (only these can
sustain the system) — the vital functions of the elements change into the geo-system's
vital functions.

The definition of these concepts, starting from the basic geo-philosophical
notion of sense of existence, determines and generates a new paradygm in the
taxonomy of settlement functions (urban or rural). In our view, this classification
has the structure presented in Table 1.

This taxonomy may solve even an issue which has been avoided by geographers,
anthropologists and urban planners for a long time, that of consecrating, through
an established definition, the functions of rural settlements. The classification
model used until now to define and structure urban functions has prevented the
establishment of clear rural functions. In a village, it is unacceptable to say that
a function is an exercised profession, as the village’s functions are foremost vital
and have a strong anthropogenetic role. The rural function is a synergetic and vital
property of a village, which generates and sustains its life, in order to attain its
finality, its sense of existence (Pacurar, 2011).

Therefore, the existential purpose of every human settlement, to which its
functions must react, is habitat provision, no matter the anthropological stage,
and the concept of bringing resources towards the city, using the habitat function
is out of the question. This function has a vital purpose, it serves exclusively the
settlement, it is civic function alongside several others.
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Table 1. The functions of settlements (of a city for example)

A. Vital functions

Habitat function

Security function

Religious function

B. Conjunctural
functions

Agricultural function

Industrial function

Administrative-civic function

Medical function

Civic functions - =
Ecological function

Urbanistic function

Administrative-political function

Mass-education function

University function

Cultural-festive function

Cultural functions = 5
Cultural-artistic function

Scientific-academic function

Sport function

Commercial function

Commercial-tourism function

Festive-tourism function

Medical-tourism function

Tourism functions Business-tourism function

Leisure-tourism function

Religious-tourism function

Educational-tourism function

Financial function

Judicial function

Transport function

Military function

Technical-info-creative function

Frontier function
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THE TOURISTIC FUNCTION NOMENCLATURE WITHIN
THE TAXONOMY OF SETTLEMENT FUNCTIONS

The 20" century is the historic moment that produced a revolution in the way
we perceive and judge the relation between two elements of the urban geo-system:
the human element and the built element. With the establishment of the General
System Theory, the social-economic activities of cities are systemically judged and
are classified, while the relations between the system’s elements and their states are
defined as functions. The city’s touristic function was officially established at the
end of the 20" century, mostly as a consequence of the explosion of tourist services
programmatically provided by the city. This is when a functional specialisation
emerged, one that allowed for a city classification (Surd, 2009), while tourism
and its services, through their importance, quality, diversity and specialisation,
determined the functional dominance of the so-called tourist cities and towns.
Today, tourist and hospitality services geographically configure the system of
tourism services (Laws, 2004), which include: pull factors; transports; tourism
operators; commerce, etc, even integrating external factors to the tourism system,
as the same author emphasizes in Figure 1.

Figure 1. The model of tourism. services system
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The Cluj-Napoca geographical school views this domain as a planetary social-
economic phenomenon (Cianga, 1998), and studies it through methods specific
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to geography, confirming the existence of three elements that contribute to its
development: tourist demand; tourist potential, and the connection between the
first two (travel, touristic consumption, intercorrelations).

Based on the studies performed by geographers from Cluj-Napoca, we consider
that the three great geographic categories which influence tourism and which almost
entirely justify the city’s touristic functions are:

— the tourist fund;

— the material base;

— stimulating/inhibiting factors of touristic circulation.

Here is why we believe that every city which programmatically assumes
a tourist offer, must conceptually establish its touristic function on the three-
functional urban relation: necessity-offer, and institutional-functional relation.

Therefore, between necessity (demand) and offer there must be a functional
relationship, thus, the touristic function, which is arranged, built and systemically
started by the city. In our view, for a.city to have and consecrate a touristic
function (specialised), it must have specialised institutions. This are the function’s
institutional logistics (Pacurar, 2011), and the city can generate specialized touristic
functions only as long as it can cover the functional triangle. As an example, the
city of Cluj-Napoca, Romania, in conjunction with this theory, can currently sustain
the following taxonomy of its touristic functions:

— cultural-touristic function;

— medical-touristic function;

— religious-touristic-function;

— leisure touristic function;

— commercial-touristic function;

— sports-touristic function;

— business-touristic function.

Searching and understanding an urban function through the new taxonomy are
based primarily on the principle of sense of existence, and then on the functionalist
philosophy and on complexity sciences, but also on Maslow’s pyramid, especially
the seven tiered construct (Maslow, 1943) or on the model of human activities
(Geyer, 2002). They all sustain and establish the vital character of the habitat
function and the security function, but put less emphasis is on the religious function.
However, its vital character is backed by a series of philosophers, anthropologists
and theologists such as Tutea, 1992, Kerze, 2006 and Vlas, 2008. In any human
settlement, the institutional logistics for the relation between man and God is
provided by the religious structure. The conjunctural character of other functions
comes, in our view, from the role conjuncturally attained by each and every one
of them.





















