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Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to assess the prospects of heritage tourism in the cross-
border area of Satu Mare and Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg Counties. The two adjacent counties
are bound by common historical roots, hence giving rise to an outstanding legacy. Variety
and authenticity represent features that confer great value on these resources, enabling thus
the development of a specific form of tourism, namely the heritage tourism. At present, the
concept embodies several meanings, all of them nourishing from one idea. Regardless of
their nature (tangible buildings, sites, museum objects, beliefs or traditional cuisine), heritage
resources provide a special connection to the past and are perceived by the individual as
possessing a genuine value. The present study has been developed in several stages. Firstly,
the conducted field investigations provided the opportunity to acquire indispensable data,
information and photographs, which made possible an accurate identification, inventory
and classification of all sites relevant to the issue of heritage tourism. The use of QGIS
2.0 Dufour open source software provided a framework for comprising a database and
also enabled the creation of graphic and cartographic representations. Furthermore, the
endeavour was completed by the submission of certain scenarios regarding the evolution
and development of the heritage tourism phenomenon.
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INTRODUCTION

Characterised by common historical roots and an obvious affinity between
communities, the two counties of Satu Mare and Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg
encompass centuries-old heritage assets worth to be left for future generations.
These values represent a major component of the region’s touristic offer and,
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due to the possibilities of use for tourism, might generate significant revenues.
Against this background, built heritage such as fortresses, castles or churches,
when endowed with certain attributes (for instance impressive dimensions, age,
uniqueness, architecture) become representative elements of a certain area and
are marketed as symbols.

Nowadays, heritage presents special interest for tourists becoming a “rare
evidence that comes to our times from the past™ (Orbasli and Woodward, 2008:
314). The complexity of the term “heritage” is derived from its numerous
definitions, but as a common element we note tourists’ perception. Timothy and
Boyd (2003: 2) consider that heritage comprises those “elements of the past a
society wishes to keep”, inferring thus its selective character, as individuals filter
heritage according to a value system that tends to change in time and space. Recent
studies have revealed a more complex image, highlighting that tourists need to be
emotionally linked to their own past and personal heritage (Orbasli and Woodward,
2008; Weaver, 2011).

In the case of heritage tourism, it becomes essential to underline the fact that,
although heritage and cultural tourism intersect (the former being considered a
subtype of the latter), differences do exist between them. For instance, heritage
tourism appeals to the so-called sense of place, with origins from folklore,
landscape, architecture, artefacts, namely all features and elements which define
a certain place. Cultural tourism is based on the same type of experience but the
sense of place is being less emphasized. The term heritage relates not only to
culture or history, according to Richards (1996), there is also a relationship with
society, nature and environment. Heritage tourism generally highlights the history
of places and people, bringing the valuable past into the present.

In order to achieve a wider perspective on the issue of heritage, it is necessary
to examine the assets which lie at its base. Today, it is generally acknowledged that
heritage encompasses a diversity of resources (Timothy and Boyd, 2003; Williams,
2009): tangible immovable assets (such as historic buildings and monuments),
tangible movable resources (museum objects, archives) and intangible resources
(including customs, ceremonies, festivals, cultural events or beliefs). Regardless
of their nature, when referring to heritage resources the attribute of authenticity
plays a decisive role, as heritage tourists seek values which are genuine or rare.
But, most important, this particular type of tourists detach themselves as their
experience often becomes an emotional one. Poria et al. (2003) conclude that
heritage tourists are more than just mere visitors who travel to a certain place to
observe and admire or for educational purposes. Such travellers become aware
of the site’s significance, relate to it, and consider it as part of their own heritage,
experience pride and a sense of belonging.



HERITAGE CONSERVATIONS VERSUS TOURISM DEVELOPMENT
— CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Nowadays, the issue of sustainable tourism development in the natural world
has gained great attraction from scholars, but conserving our heritage is equally
essential. If not protected by specific mechanisms, among which legislation plays
a decisive role, patrimony is facing several threats. Timothy and Nyaupane (2009:
20) emphasize the importance of such conservative measures because built heritage
represents “a non-renewable resource that once destroyed is gone forever”. The
authors also identify several factors with negative impact: acts of vandalism, the
effects of modernisation (demolition of historic buildings) and mass tourism, to
which we may add negligence coming from authorities and financial constraints.

Furthermore, in the developing countries the goal of heritage conservation is
difficult to attain, facing many socio-economic and political challenges. Some of
the most frequent ones might be summarized as follows (Timothy and Nyaupane,
2009):

— Insufficient budgets to support protection and management efforts, tendency
to overlook the needs of remote rural areas and small communities when
conservation funds are distributed;

— Private ownership becomes a problem when privately owned buildings
of historical importance are neglected due to owners’ lack of interest or
finances required by restoration and preservation;

— Illegal digging and looting nourishing from the desire to possess or trade
valuable artifacts;

— Inappropriate materials, lack of skilled and qualified personnel for
restoration works;

— Conlflict and war can also cause an irreparable loss;

— Destruction of old, valuable buildings on account of modernisation and
development;

— Lack of cooperation, overlooking the fact that collaborative efforts between
stakeholders are vital for effective heritage management.

In spite of all the challenges that need to be dealt with, heritage conservation
also provides important opportunities. It is generally agreed that tourism is a
promising economy sector and a significant source of income, improving the
quality of life. Provided that heritage tourism development is planned according
to a strict set of principles, this activity will improve living standards for local
people and create economic benefits. It also stimulates economy in rural and
peripheral areas, revitalises urban areas through renovation of their symbolic
buildings and makes them more attractive for investments. Heritage protection
and conservation contribute to creating a sense of pride and awareness of history
and culture (Prentice, 2005).
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THE PROSPECTS OF HERITAGE TOURISM IN SATU MARE
AND SZABOLCS-SZATMAR-BEREG COUNTIES

The present study is concentrated on the two joined counties of Satu Mare
(Romania) and Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg (Hungary) with focus on the rich cultural
heritage of the region. Traces of history are entwined with local legends, rich
folklore, hospitable people and traditional cuisine, elements with great potential
for tourism development. However, these values are little known to the general
public but, if included in thematic tourism packages and promoted properly, they
can become an attractor for drawing tourists to the area.

In this respect, the present study is an endeavour to identify and complete a
typology of the most valuable heritage components, which represent a favourable
premise of tourism development in the area. These resources are different in terms
of their nature and age, over the years fulfilling multiple functions or undergoing
certain transformations. When examining the heritage values in the counties of
Satu Mare and Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg it is necessary to highlight the diversity
of its resources:

— Tangible heritage comprises sites and monuments with historical, cultural,
artistical importance: archeological evidence, fortresses, castles, manor
houses, churches and monasteries, museums;

— Intangible heritage: festivals, music and dance, oral traditions, crafts,
customs, traditional cuisine recipes, all being fragile elements but of utmost
importance for the cultural identity of the region.

The oldest evidence which provides information about the region’s history
was brought to light by archaeological excavations. A remarkable legacy was
unearthed at Mediesu-Aurit, a unique treasure of Dacian pottery kilns dating from
2nd_ 4t centuries AD. The Satu Mare County museum has restored and permanently
exhibited a Dacian pottery atelier. Thus, visitors are given the opportunity to
visualise the entire process of burning ceramic items.

Proofs of history and cultural identity are provided by numerous monuments.
Specific to some troubled times, fortresses have perished under siege and therefore,
such buildings are few in number. Only three have been preserved and included in
the tourist circuit of the two counties. Age and historical value foreground the earth
fortification from Szabolcs, built during the 10" century, one of the few fortifications
of this type still preserved in the Great Plain. The core of the city’s cultural life
is represented by the fortress of Kisvarda, dating back to the 15" century, where
The Across the Border Hungarian Theatre Festival is being annually held. Rich in
history and local legends, the fortress in Ardud was first attested in 1277, destroyed
and rebuilt various times over the centuries. The Neo-gothic tower was recently
restored, the maze of cellars still nourishes legends and appeals to adventurers,
the high ground fortress becoming thus a true legacy.



























