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Abstract: The mountain sector belonging to Cluj county, situated in its western part,
occupies one third of the county’s total surface area (6.650 km?). Relatively short distances
from the studied territory to Cluj-Napoca Municipality, the second most important city in
the national hierachy after Bucharest (gathering approximately 350.000 inhabitants), and
still unmodified traditional economy related to the rural mountain area which furthermore
happens to be equipped with accessible communication network, have represented
catalytic agents of the tourism infrastructure development. Diversification and varying
degrees of modernization describe nearly all tourist receiving structures which form the
four examined components of the tourism sector. The purpose of this paper consists of
highlighting the features of the tourism infrastructure pertaining to the rural mountain area
of Cluj county, where both the accomodation sector and the entertainment one seem to
distinguish themselves by the predominance of guesthouses, followed by farmhouses in
the former case, and by the development of winter sports infrastructure, especially skiing,
for the latter case.
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INTRODUCTION

Located in the northwestern half of Romania, in the Somesul Mic River Basin,
at the contact area of three types of landforms, Apuseni Mountain, Somesan Plateau
and Transilvaniei Plain, Cluj County covers an area of 6.650 km?, the equivalent of
2,8% of the country’s total surface (Buta et al., 1980). The mountain area belonging
to Cluj County corresponds to the northeastern part of Apuseni Mountains and
it integrates altogether Gilau Mountains, the greater part of Muntele Mare" and
Vladeasa Mountains, the northern part of Trascdu Mountains, a narrow section
of the northern Batrana Mountains (Bihor Mountains) and the southeastern and
southwestern terminal components of Plopis and Meses Mountains (Pop, 2007).
All these landforms cover one third of the county’s total surface or from another
perspective, the inland of 23 communes (the term used for naming the rural
territorial-administrative units) (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. The territorial-administrative units belonging to the rural mountain area
of Cluj county

prre
The territorial-administrative uaits belongi {
to rural mowntain ares of Cluj County j

\3{1‘»4\“3?(“")/1!', 7
tA .. \ g ) w0l
2 ' A "

; Ja&;‘\f} (; ';Z ) ¢

The study focuses on providing a relevant contribution in order to bring into
prominence the rural mountain area of Cluj county by highlighting the specific
tourism infrastructure elements. The purpose of the radiography of tourism’s
technical-material base is to demonstrate that tourist facilities and services are
developed enough to sustain the expansion of profitable tourism. By inventorizing,
analyzing and presenting the most important aspects related to the accommodation
sector, food and beverage services, transportation, recreation and entertainment
sector, this article offers a good general overview of the variety of services and
activities which can be unfolded in the rural mountain area.

THEORY AND METHODOLOGY

As a whole, the tourism infrastructure contains the totality of elements human-
made and purpose-built in order to exploit and valorize the tourist potential and to
satisfy the existing tourism demand (Cocean, 2007). The infrastructure comprises
a wide range of constructions, from simple to complex forms, known as tourist
receiving structures, an umbrella term used for types of accommodation, catering,
entertainment, special transportation, balneary treatment and special events for
tourists along with the supplementary services involved (Miff, 2005). Taking into
consideration both the theoretical perspectives and the present situation of the
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tourism infrastructure in the examined territory, below we will focus on reviewing
the most relevant quantitative and qualitative aspects which define the current status
of the technical-material base of the rural mountain area in Cluj County.

Regarding the methodology which mediated this research, the used methods
which stand out in relief are the cartographic ones, the statistical methods and
the descriptive ones among other methods such as: observational, comparative,
analysis and synthetic methods.

Thus, on the one hand, different maps were used, phisical and administrative
ones, both favourable to delimitating the studied rural mountain area, whose final
configuration integrates 23 territorial-administrative units due to the total or partial
covering mountain sector. On the other hand, towards the manipulated statistical
data, the Regional Development and Public Administration Ministry and Cluj
County Council were the main information sources used for this research, along
with tourism official websites.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Accommodation sector

Indispensable to the material and technical base of tourism, the accommodation
sector represents the main component of the tourism infrastructure and a fundamental
pillar of the tourism phenomenon. The force of this argument consists of both the
total number of accommodation units available for tourists and the typology of
these units which are directly influenced by the features of each accommodation
type (Glavan, 2000).

Most of the tourist receiving structures with accommodation functions which
exist in Romania, can also be found within the studied territory. These concern
chalets, villas, motels and hotels, considered to be primary types of accommodation
and also guesthouses (representative of rural tourism), farmhouses (representative
of agritourism), campings, tourist stopovers and vacation villages, tributary to
secondary types of accommodation (Cianga, 2007).

Irrespective of the particularities of each type of tourist receiving structure, the
examination of the accommodation infrastructure implied data processing based
on the statistical information available within the identified sources (Regional
Development and Public Administration Ministry, Cluj County Council, www.
turistinfo.ro, www.infopensiuni.ro, www.lapensiuni.ro). According to the facts at
our disposal, the accommodation sector of the rural mountain area belonging to Cluj
county integrates 3,547 accommodation places, divided into 215 units, located within
the territory of 21 communes out of the 23 analysed, as shown in Figure 2.
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Figure 2. Types of accommodation in the rural mountain area
of Cluj County (2013)
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At the first sight, it can be easily noticed that both Belis and Sancraiu possess
the greatest number of accommodation units, 44 exactly, followed, by far, by
Margau (21 units), Savadisla (19 units) and Gilau (15 units). At the opposite pole,
Izvorul Crisului and Manastireni seem to lack any tourist receiving structures with
accommodation functions.

With respect to the typological diversity, Gilau imposes itself within the studied
area by having five different types of accommodation represented by motels, villas,
guesthouses, a chalet and one camping. In contrast with this territorial-administrative
units, seven other communes put themselves on the map by hosting units pertaining to
a single accommodation type: only guesthouses in Ciucea, Maguri-Racéatau, Sacuieu,
Savadisla, Valea Ierii, and only chalets in lara and Petrestii de Jos.

Figure 3. Number of accommodation units in the rural mountain area
of Cluj county (2013)
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Figure 4. Percentage of accommodation types in the rural mountain area
of Cluj county (2013)
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As to the number of units which corresponds to a certain accommodation type
(Figure 3), one can observe the predominace of guesthouses which distinguish
themselves not only by percentage, 54% out of the total number of tourism
structures with accommodation functions, but also by their presence within the
inland of 18 communes. These are followed by farmhouses and chalets, which
happen to outperform the other existing accommodation types, even though their
number does not go beyond 70 units or 32% out of the total structures (Figure 4).

Compared to the previous situation, it can be seen that three types of
accommodation detain only 1% of the total number of tourist receiving structures,
due to the single presence of each unit in the examined territory: one vacation
village (Miargau), one camping (Gilau) and one tourist stopover (Capusu Mare).

The tourist receiving structures with accommodation functions are classified
within one to five symbol systems, stars or flowers (the latter is available for
guesthouses and farmhouses), which indicate quality standards, comfort level and
provision of facilities and services (Beaver, 2005). Related to the studied area,
the matter of comfort catogories reveals the following facts (Figure 5): while
two-flower rated structures are the most numerous, covering over 90 units or, in
other words, 43% out of total accommodation sector, five-symbol category along
with one-star rated one have no representation in the mountain sector. However,
it is obvious that three-star and two-star classified structures whose number is
over 100 units, meaning 28% and 19% of total accommodation infrastructure,
are the most widespread comfort categories, whereas three-flower, four-star and
four-flower and one-flower rated units only manage to mark 6%, 2% and 1% out
of total tourist receiving structures. By analysing the accommodation sector what
also emerges is an inverse proportionality relationship between the comfort level
and the number of accommodation units, which is being justified in accordance
with the overlapping features of the mountain sector and the quasi-dominance of
the rural area in Cluj.







































